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Abstract: Use of contaminated processing tools could introduce bacteria to the pig's
bloodstream during tail docking and result in joint infections. The purpose of this study was to
determine effective protocols for cleaning processing tools. Tail clippers were dipped in
Nolvasan® solution, dipped in tap water; or wiped with a clean cloth in between clipping the tail
of individual pigs. Protocols were evaluated by counting the number of bacteria on the clippers
after each procedure and comparing it to clippers that were not cleaned after tail docking.

Wiping the clipper with a clean cloth after tail clipping was the most effective cleaning method.
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